Step-by-Step Guide: Forming a
Conservative Party in Missouri

This guide provides a detailed overview of how to form a new political party in Missouri,
focusing on grassroots organization, compliance with state laws, and coordinated action.

Step 1: Understand Missouri’s Legal Requirements

» Review Missouri Revised Statutes governing political party formation. See Missouri

Revised Statutes: https://revisor.mo.gov/main/Home.aspx

¢ Familiarize yourself with the Missouri Ethics Commission (MEC) requirements for
campaign finance. MEC: https://mec.mo.gov/

* Review requirements from the Missouri Secretary of State for new party recognition.
Elections Division: https://www.sos.mo.gov/elections

Step 2: Gather Support and Build Your Team

« Identify core organizers who share your principles.
« Create clear party values, mission, and platform.

¢ Connect with like-minded grassroots groups and activists.

Step 3: Petition for Party Recognition

« Draft your official petition for party recognition.
« Follow circulator instructions carefully.
« Collect signatures from registered voters (minimum 10,000 statewide, per statute).

» Submit petitions to the Missouri Secretary of State by the statutory deadline.

Step 4: Organize County Committees

« Establish a county central committee in each county.
* Recruit members from local grassroots organizations.

¢ File committee formation documents with the MEC.


https://revisor.mo.gov/main/Home.aspx
https://mec.mo.gov/
https://www.sos.mo.gov/elections

Step 5: Draft Your Party Constitution and Bylaws

« Define leadership roles, election processes, and decision-making structures.
» Ensure bylaws comply with Missouri election law.

¢ Adopt these documents in a founding convention.

Step 6: Promote and Grow

¢ Use social media, email lists, and local events to recruit members.
 Support candidates aligned with party values.

¢ Maintain transparency and accountability to retain trust.

[This document is intended as a general guide and does not constitute legal advice.]



